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SSNS Project Dissemination 

 

1. Background 

Higher education in seafood production, processing and overall supply for food security of the people 

especially fisheries and aquaculture are undergoing huge challenges. Several problems have arose and 

sustainability has been questioned. To solve these problems and challenges of seafood sector, more 

professionals are needed to be engaged. However, higher education in Aquaculture and Fisheries have the 

following situation: 

• Academic degrees (BSc, MSc, and PhD) in seafood (fisheries and aquaculture) are less attractive than 

degrees in other fields. 

• Student enrollment in the department/faculty of fisheries/aquaculture is declining in most universities. 

• Most teaching laboratories face lack of required equipment which often handicap the teaching and 

learning process. 

• Graduates have often faced the problem of unemployment. 

• Education or degrees were traditionally designed to produce graduates to fulfill government 

employment, e.g., universities, extension, or research institutions. However, these positions are less and 

less available, and reform in the sector was needed. 

• The private sector is booming due to the high demand for seafood. Private sector employers have lots of 

demand for skillful people. They look for highly effective staff to recruit, but they find it difficult to 

attract such graduates. Even if they hire, they are not satisfied with the performance of the graduates. 

Due to the above-mentioned challenges, there is some mismatch between graduates produced by universities 

and the demand in the industry. Realizing that as a problem, Curriculum Development for Sustainable Seafood 

and Nutrition Security (SSNS)” project funded by the EU under Erasmus+ program was designed to 

reshape/restructure higher education in partner universities in Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam with the help 

of European partners. 

The 3-year SSNS project started on October 15, 2017. Over 50 courses are being developed during this period 

either by designing new courses or through a systematic revision of existing ones. Internship programs are 

planned to be developed to incorporate into their curricula. In addition, vocational education training courses 

are also planned to be developed to offer need-based training to develop the skills of professionals already 

serving the industry. 

 

2. Objectives of the project 

1) Capacity building of higher education institutions (HEI) and professionals 

2) Strengthen the laboratories with equipment purchases and installment 
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3) Establish centers to offer VET courses and organize internships 

4) Develop MSc & vocational training courses and incorporate them into the curricula 

5) Develop/incorporate internship/link with industries 

6) Strengthen collaborations and linkages among institutions and individuals 

 

3. Purposes of dissemination 

- To describe the dissemination activities done so far 

- To summarize the lessons learned from the attempts so far and make recommendations for improvement 

so that others could learn and exploit the results of this project. 

 

 

4. Dissemination attempts 

At least 10 presentations have been planned by several partners during national, regional and international 

conferences. Amaya from UoS, gave a seminar about the project during EURASTiP Capacity Building 

Foresight Workshop: “Ensuring Aquaculture Education Meets the Needs of the Aquaculture Sector” in 

Montpellier during European Aquaculture Society conference on 25 Aug 2018. Konstantinos 

Polymeros presented a paper about the project during 3rd International Congress on Applied Ichthyology & 

Aquatic Environment in Volos, Greece, where over 600 participants attended which was held during Nov 8-11, 

2018 available at: http://hydromedit.gr/index.php/hydromedit-international-congress-is-expanding/ 

 

Ram (Project Coordinator) presented during a workshop organized for EU project partners of Thailand in 

Kasetsart Univ, Bangkok, on 21 Nov 2018, 70 partners from all over Thailand were present. Ram also 

presented it during an international conference “Asian Aquaculture” at AIT during Dec 3-6, 2018, 300 

participants from all over the world attended. Info day, final conference, special education fairs etc. are still in 

plan. 

 

Dissemination through social media was not mentioned. But it has been very powerful tool.  

A Facebook group (Sustainable Seafood Net (https://www.facebook.com/groups/Sustainableseafood/) was 

created on 12th Jan 2018 which has over 800 members & it continues to increase. It has been a communication 

platform with partners as well as outsiders. All the project activities have been posted immediately along with 

pictures and video clips. In addition to the project activities, news articles and others posts related to seafood 

production, technologies, issues, markets, trade and it sustainability of supply are shared. This group can be 

http://hydromedit.gr/index.php/hydromedit-international-congress-is-expanding/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Sustainableseafood/
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continued as long as we want, its free. As mentioned before, it has good dissemination impacts. The project 

Facebook group (Sustainable Seafood Net i.e. https://www.facebook.com/groups/Sustainableseafood/).  

 

The posts are also shared in and by other groups including the followings: 

 

- EU projects such as SARNISSA (Sustainable Aquaculture Research for Sub-Saharan Africa, 

https://www.facebook.com/sarnissaafrica, over 5,000 members),  

- Sustaining Ethical Aquaculture Trade (SEAT),  

- Sustainable Aquaculture, Stirling, groups,  

- AIT-Aqua-Cenre (https://www.facebook.com/groups/aqua.centre/, over 12,000 members)  

- AIT-Tilapia-Net (https://www.facebook.com/groups/Tilapia.world/, over 12,600 members). 

 

5. Other attempts 

Nong Lam Universtiy (NLU i.e. P13) has decided to establish and offer VET courses to generate income, using 

staff skills in teaching/research. Similarly, Maejo (P2) initiated a Center of Excellence in Fisheries and Aquatic 

Resources (CEFAR), will seek more funds; develop new products; organize training etc.  

 

Other partners also plan similar way. All partners are expanding collaborations with businesses and government 

departments. After courses, they are developing internships which to link with industry e.g. KKU has already 

signed agreement with three fish farms. Others will follow the same. These activities are posted as news at 

School/department level and shared through social media. All partners give a talk/seminar about the project 

during internal/departmental or institute level meetings, education offices/ministry or various other levels. 

 

6. Conclusions and recommendations 

The project has started with big excitement and big hope engaging over 50 teachers directly in the process of 

curriculum development in sustainable seafood and nutrition security. The project team had presented about the 

project in several meetings, conferences, and also through social media and webpages. There is scope to make 

good impacts in the sector. However, all the partners in European and Asia have to contribute to their maximum 

capacity in making the issue of seafood sustainability heard and addressed. They have developed a 

dissemination strategy making portfolio. Hopefully, final outcomes will be disseminated well. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Sustainableseafood/
https://www.facebook.com/sarnissaafrica
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aqua.centre/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Tilapia.world/
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